
Benchmarking Energy Use Using the 
ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager Tool



U.S. CO2 Emissions

Commercial 

buildings & 

industrial 

plants

Why focus on buildings and plants? 
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Energy waste in buildings – including worship facilities

30%

Why focus on buildings and plants? 
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Why focus on buildings and plants? 

Low- to no-cost reduction potential

10%
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Benchmarking allows you to:

ANY building can be benchmarked.

Compare your 
building to a 

national sample 
of similar buildings

Compare your 
buildings of a 
similar type to 
each other

Identify 
underperformers in 
your portfolio and set 
priorities for the use of 
limited staff time and/or 

investment capital

73 88 21

Benchmark your Energy Use
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Management Tool 

Track changes in energy, water, 
greenhouse gas emissions, and 
cost over time

Create custom reports

Apply for ENERGY STAR 
certification

Assess whole building 
energy and water 
consumption, plus waste

Track green power 
purchase

Share/report data with 
others
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GHG 

emissions 

Indirect, 

direct, total, 

avoided

Energy use 

Source, site, 

weather 

normalized, 

demand

1-100 

ENERGY 

STAR score

Water use 

Water use 

intensity, 

Water Score 

(for Multifamily)

Waste & 

Materials

Waste intensity, 

diversion rate

Hundreds of metrics, including:
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Setting Up an Account and Property in Portfolio 
Manager

1. Set up a user account in Portfolio Manager; 
www.energystar.gov/benchmark 

2. Use the data collection worksheet to gather information; 
https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/dataCollectionWorksheet 

3. Set up the property in Portfolio Manager; 
www.energystar.gov/benchmark 

4. Look at property trends and understand energy (and water) use

http://www.energystar.gov/benchmark
https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/dataCollectionWorksheet
http://www.energystar.gov/benchmark
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The 1-100 ENERGY STAR Score

One simple number 

understood by ALL stakeholders
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ENERGY STAR Certified Worship Facilities

• 136 worship facilities have earned 

the ENERGY STAR

• 59 certified worship facilities located 

in Michigan—highlights dedicated 

outreach and technical support of 

Michigan IPL

• At this time, 3 worship facilities have 

earned ENERGY STAR certification 

in Virginia

• 8 certifications from Unitarian 

churches across the country
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Portfolio Manager Training
energystar.gov/buildings/training 

• Weekly live webinars; 

recorded for “24/7” 

access

• 3 – 7 minute training 

videos on YouTube 

• Step-by-step training 

guides, fact sheets, 

FAQs, and technical 

reference documents

• Link to the highly rated 

ENERGY STAR Help 

Desk

http://www.energystar.gov/buildings/trainin
http://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training
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ENERGY STAR Help Desk 
energystar.gov/buildingshelp 

http://www.energystar.gov/buildingshelp


Benchmark energy, water, materials
www.energystar.gov/benchmark 

Thayer Tomlinson 
thayer@energyandsecurity.com 

http://www.energystar.gov/benchmark
mailto:thayer@energyandsecurity.com
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