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Award Winners 
Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions 2018 Sustainability Champions Awards 

 
On Sunday, June 10th at 3:30PM at Rock Spring Congregational United Church of Christ five recipients 
will be awarded the inaugural Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions Sustainability Champions Award. After 
thoughtful deliberation five winners were chosen in four categories: Individual Leader, Congregational 
Leader, Local Elected Official and Local Business. Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions is proud to present 
awards to the following climate leaders in Northern Virginia.  
 
Individual: 
Jill Barker 
David Kuebrich 
 
Congregation: St. John Neumann 
 
Local Business: MOM’s Organic 
 
Local Elected Official: Pat Hynes, Fairfax County School Board Representative (Hunter Mill) 
 
Individual Award: The Individual award recognizes the efforts and contributions of a FACS member to 
advocate, lead projects, spread awareness, and be a steward of the environment. 
 
Jill Barker was one of the initiators of the Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment, Energy Masters 
Program. Jill recognized that many of the residents of Arlington who were receiving energy supplemental 
payments from the county and landlords could benefit from energy conservation and weatherization 
retrofits, that trained volunteers could install at low costs. 
 
David Kuebrich has shown strong and consistent commitment to the health of the planet and the moral 
obligation to a maintain a safe and diverse environment for all future generations. This past year, David 
has been instrumental in creating and driving the NOVA Climate Coalition and organizing the Mother’s 
Day Rally. 
 
Congregation Award: The Congregation award recognizes the collective efforts and contributions of a 
congregation to advocate, host events, spread awareness, and be stewards of the environment. 
 
The St. John Neumann congregation has been a certified Cool Congregation based on their reduction in 
energy consumption and carbon emissions. They worked to cut down on paper and plastic products and 
are working to add green space to their property. St. John Neumann’s commitment to their congregation 
and the greater community has allowed them to set an example that has lasting impacts on all that come 
in contact with their congregation.  
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Local Business: The local business award recognizes a business with a presence in the Northern 
Virginia community that is a leader in sustainability efforts. 
 
The commitment of MOM’s Organic Market to energy conservation, plastic reduction, carbon offsetting 
and renewable energy make them a leader in sustainability in Northern Virginia. Their purpose statement 
“To Protect and Restore the Environment” demonstrates the value they place on sustainability and that it 
is deeply rooted in their organizational culture. 
 
Local Public Sector Award: The local public sector employee award recognizes the efforts of a public 
sector employee that is a champion of sustainability efforts in their community. 
 
Pat Hynes worked to build consensus among Fairfax County School Board members to vote for a 
proposal for renewable energy in Fairfax County Schools. Pat worked closely with students and 
community members on the Solar on the Schools Campaign. Her efforts have a large impact on the future 
of Fairfax County! 
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Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS) represents over 50 congregations in the Northern Virginia 
area. FACS advocates for climate policies in Northern Virginia and in the Commonwealth.  
 
 


